


224 
ach; 
ited 
two 
THE 
rown 
ties ; 
ibbs, 
gh, 
Hen. 
that 
stead 
ames 
rards 
reet, 
one, 
orge 
omas 
f St, 
treet 
| the 
ncer 
ham, 
f Li. 
took 
, and 
npri- 
son, 
y my 
‘Says 
Iring 
1197 
Jepu- 
pira- 
1812, 
pur- 
ds of 
| Sir 
other 
nany 
ome, 
amp- 
that 
me a 
from 
y by 
lage, 
me } 
them 
iving 
f the 
en- 
hich 
d all 
igth, 
lren, 
| my 
> the 
yn to 
ts, I 


T. 


\ 


COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 


pa 











ED 


you. XXII, No.8.] LONDON, 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 1812. 


ee —————- 


[Price Is. 











7= 
nner 


ee ee —— 





al 





025] 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


BATTLE OF SALAMANCA, Battles are 
characterized by their results, and as this 
battle has ended in the capture of 7,000 
prisouers, and those prisoners Frenchmen 
ov, it may, with truth, be said, that, upon 
this occasion, we have gained a victory; 
, real victory; something for Englishmen 
ty be proud of; something to make them 
forget, for a while, at least, the campaigns 
of Dunkirk and the Helder, at the latter of 
which places the Duke of York agreed to 
wirrender many thousands of Frenchmen 
then in England, as the price of being per- 
mitted to embark his own army. Now, 
however, we have something, at last, on 
the other side; we have now a victory to 
sing. Our numbers in the battle were cer- 
tainly very greatly superior to those of the 
enemy, and, even according to our own ac- 
counts, we had, in many respects, the ad- 
vantage over him; but, we have gained a 
victory; our army has beaten a French 
army in the field; and our commander has 
beaten a French Marshal, one of those men 
who have had the subduing of the continent 
of Europe. This being the case, there 
8, on this occasion, justifiable cause for fir- 
ing the Park and Tower guns, There is a 
hir ground for rejoicings. It is not now a 
same to hear people boasting a little. 
Such boasts are excusable, especially after 
the fate of so many expeditions against the 
French,——-The details of the victory will 
be found below in the Gazelle, which I in- 
sert; and details they are very honourable 
toour army and full of glory to their coun- 
try, They show (if, indeed, that had been 
wanted) that Englishmen still inherit the 
courage, for which their forefathers were 
renowned ; and they show, as Major Cart. 
Wright says, that to defend Age English 
arms. only are wanted. They show, that 
We stand in need of no foreign aid to pro- 
‘ect us against the French. This, how- 
ever, was not a point doubtful with me be- 
lore. I have always scouted the notion, 
that we have recently become a match for 
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under our ancient sovereigns; that, inshort, 
we owe nothing to German discipline or 
German dress, or to any person, any thing 
German. ——As to the consequences of this 
victsry, they will not, I am very much 
afraid, be so beneficial to. nation as 
many persons seem to eapou. The wise 
way to act would be to take advantage of it 
for the purpose of proposing peace, for 
which the occasion is now extremely fa- 
vourable, especially ifthe news from Sweden 
and Russia be true. If Napoleon be pressed 
hard; if he be, as it is said he is, in a pe- 
rilous situation in the North of Europe ; if 
this be reaJly the case, it seems natural ta 
conclude, that this is the moment to pro- 
pose to treat, seeing that (as we are told} 
his armies in Spain cannot long hold their 
ground. By a treaty, begun at this mo- 
ment, we might possibly render Spain in- 
dependent of France, and might also save 
Russia; but, I am of opinion, that, if we 
pursue the war in the hope of doing more 
than this; if we pursue the war in the 
hope of effecting what is still called ** the 
*¢ deliverance of Europe,’’ we shall have, 
by and by, to lament our conduct in the 
same strain that we lament the letter writ- 
ten by Lord Greaville in answer to that of 
Napoleon before the Battle of Marengo. 
It is possible, and I think it probable, that 
Napoleon will be victorious in the North. 
I think he will; but, at any rate, itis pos- 
sible; and, at the very least, there is no 
chance of the Czar’s refusing to make 
peace with him upon terms wolerably goad 
for France. The Czar may love us very 
dearly; he may be as constant as a dove; 
but, there is no man will make me believe, 
that the Czar would not make peace with 
Napoleon, if he could the ‘reby secure his 
dominions from that terrible revolution (i 
mean terrible to the Czar) which scems to 
have been actually begun in the Russian 
States. Peace made with Russia, N ipo- 
‘leon would uot be long in retrieving atfuirs 
|} in Spain, even if his armies had evacu:ted 
the country; and, therefore, I say, now is 
the time to propose terms'of peace. Ii 13, 
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ENGLISH LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, 


As illustrated in the Prosecution and Punishment of 


WILLIAM COBBETT. 


223] i 
In order that my conntrymen and that the 


world may not be deceived, duped, and cheated 
upon this subject, I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 


of Botley, in Hampshire, pat upon record 
the following facts; to wit: That, on the 24th 
June, 1809, the following article was pub- 
lished in a London news-paper, called the 
Courter :——“ The Mutiny amongst the LO- 
“CAL MILITIA, which broke out at Ely, was 
“ fortunately suppressed ca Weduesday by the 
“arrival ot four squadrons of the GERMAN 
“ LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
“ command of General Auckland. Five of the 
“ ringleaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
“ sentenced to receive 500 lashes each, part of which 
punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
“a part was remitted, A stoppage for their knap- 
sacks was the ground of the complaint that ex- 
“cited this mutinous spirit, which occasioned 
* the men to surround their officers, and demand 
‘what they deemed their arrears. The first 
* division of the German Legion halted yesterday 
‘at Newmarket on their return to Bury.” 
That, on the ist July, 1809, I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney General prosecuted, as sedi- 
tious libellers, and by Ex-Officio Information, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register ; 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 12 men out of 48 appointed by the Master of 
the Crown Office, found guilty; that, on the 
20th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up from Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my family and my farm 
on the evening of the 15th), a Tipstaff went 
down from London in order to seize me, per- 
sonally ; that, on the 9ih of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought into the Court of King’s 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months in the King’s Bench prison; that [ 
was sentenced to be imprisoned fur two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefactors, 
and the front of which is the scene of numerous 
hangings in the course of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
same yard with him; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
ef whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a thonsand pounds TO THE KING, and to 
give security for my good behaviour for seven 
years, myself in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 
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two sureties ia the sum of 1,000 pounds each; 
that the whole of this sentence lias been executed 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid tie thousand pounds TO THE 
KING, and have given the bail, Timothy Brown 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. being my sureties; 
‘nat the Attorney General was Sir Vicary Gibbs, 
tie Judge who sat at the trial Lord Ellenborongh, 
the four Judges whe sat at passing sentence Ellen. 
berough, Grose, Le Blanc, and Bailey; and that 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampstead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Richards 
of Bayswater, Thomas Marsham of Baker Street, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebone, 
John Maud ot York Place Marylebone, George 
Baxter of Church Terrace Pancras, Thomas 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deane of St, 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mall; that the 
Prime Ministers during the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was shot by John Bellingham, 
and after that Robert B, Jenkinson, Earl of Li- 
verpool; that the prosecution and sentence took 
place in the reign of King George the Third, and 
that, he having become insane during my impri- 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his son, 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, during my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 364 Essays 
and Letters upon political subjects; that, daring 
the same time, I was visited by persons from 197 
cities and towns, many of them as a sort of depn- 
ties from Societies or Clubs; that, at the expira- 
tion of my imprisonment, on the 9th of July, 1812, 
a great dinner was given in London for the pur- 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner upwards of 
600 persons were present, and at which Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in England; that, on my way home, 
[ was received at Alton, the first town in Hamp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave mea 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn from 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley by 
the people ; that, upon my arrival in the village, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I concluded the day by explaining to them 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by giving 
them clear notions respecting the flogging of the 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the em- 
ployment of German Troops; and, finally, which 
is more than a compensation for my losses and all 
my sufferings, I am in perfect health and strength, 
and, though I must, for the sake of six children, 
feel the diminution that has been made in my 
property (thinking it right in me to decline the 
offer of a subscription), I have the consolation to 
see growing up three sons, upon whose hearts, I 
trust, all these facts will be engraven, 

Wm. COBBETT. 
Botley, July 25, 1812. 
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Published by R. BAGSHAW, Brydges-Street, Covent-Garden. 
LONDON: Printed by J. M‘Creery, Black Horse-Court, Fleet-street. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


BATTLE OF SALAMANCA. Battles are 
characterized by their results, and as this 
battle has ended in the capture of 7,000 
pisouers, and those prisoners Frenchmen 
ov, it may, with truth, be said, that, upon 
this occaston, we have gained a victory; 
, real victory; something for Englishmen 
t) be proud of; something to make them 
forget, for a while, at least, the campaigns 
of Dunkirk and the Helder, at the latter of 
which places the Duke of York agreed to 
sirrender many thousands of Frenchmen 
then in England, as the price of being per- 
mitted to embark his own army. Now, 
however, we have something, at last, on 





siage Our numbers in the battle were cer- 
tainly very greatly superior to those of the 


counts, we had, in many respects, the ad- 
vantage over him; but, we have gained a 
victory; our army has beaten a French 
army in the field; and our commander has 
beaten a French Marshal, one of those men 
who have had the subduing of the continent 
of Europe. This being the case, there 
is, ou this occasion, justifiable cause for fir- 
ing the Park and Tower guns, There is a 
hir ground for rejoicings. It is not now a 
shame to hear people boasting a little. 
Such boasts are excusable, especially after 
the fate of so many expeditions against the 
French, -The details of the victory will 








sert; and details they are very honourable 
toour army and full of glory to their coun- 
try, They show (if, indeed, that had been 
Wanted) that Englishmen still inherit the 
courage, for which their forefathers were 
renowned ; and they show, as Major Cart. 
Wright says, that to defend England, £nglish 
arms. only are wanted. They show, that 
We stand in need of no foreign aid to pro- 
‘ect us against the French. This, how- 
ever, was not a point doubtful with me be- 
fore, I have always scouted the notion, 
that we have recently become a match for 
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under our ancient sovereigns; that, inshort, 
we owe nothing to German discipline or 
German dréss, or to any person, any thing 
German. ——As to the consequences of this 
victery, they will not, I am very much 
afraid, be so beneficial to.io® nation as 
many persons seem to exgeu. The wise 
way to act would be to take advantage of it 
for the purpose of proposing peace, for 
which the occasion is now extremely fa- 
vourable, especially ifthe news from Sweden 
and Russia be true. If Napoleon be pressed 
hard; if he be, as it is said he is, in a pe- 
rilous situation in the North of Europe; if 
this be really the case, it seems natural ta 
conclude, that this is the moment to pro- 
pose to treat, seeing that (as we are told} 
his armies in Spain cannot long hold their 
ground. By a treaty, begun at this mo- 
ment, we might possibly render Spain in- 
dependent of France, and might also save 
Russia; but, I am of opinion, that, if we 
pursue the war in the hope of doing more 
than this; if we pursue the war in the 
hope of effecting what is still called ‘* the 
*¢ deliverance of Europe,’’ we shall have, 
by and by, to lament our conduct in the 
same strain that we lament the letter writ- 
ten by Lord Greaville in answer to that of 
Napoleon before the Battle of Marengo. 
It is possible, and I think it probable, that 
Napoleon will be victorious in the North. 
I think he will; but, at any rate, it is pos- 
sible; and, at the very least, there is no 
chance of the Czar’s refusing to make 
peace with him upon terms tolerably goad 
for France. The Czar may love us very 
dearly; he may be as constant as a dove; 
but, there is no man will make me believe, 
that the Czar would not make peace with 
Napoleon, if he could thereby secure his 
dominions froin that terrible revolution {1 
mean terrible to the Czar) which scems to 
have been actually begun in the Russian 
States. Peace made with Russia, N ipo- 
leon would not be long in retrieving atfuirs 
in Spain, even if his armies had evacu.ted 
the country; and, therefore, I say, now is 
the time to propose terms of peace. Ii 1, 








the French, man to man. I have always 
Coutended, that our army is not now either 
More brave or more steady than it was 
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wards; but, the risk is too great to run; 
and, therefore, I am for proposing terms of 
peace now. There are, I know, persons 
in this country who never wish to see any 
peace with Napoleon; and who would ra- 
ther see the people of England die from 
misery than see him formally acknowledged 
as an Emperor and King. [I trust, how- 
ever, that this malignant and foolish way of 
thinking will not prevail; for, if it does, 
woe be unto this nation. When men 
talk of the ‘** deliverance of Europe,’ they 
do not, one would suppose, know what 
they mean. They would begin, I dare 
say, by tl d&tiverance of France; and, 
what folly must fil the mind of that man, 
who supposes, that the people of France 
would exchange their present, for their 
former, government! What folly, what 
profound ignorance, must possess*the man 
who imagines, that the people of France 
sigh for an opportunity of returning to their 
former state; and, that is the state (I beg 
the reader to observe) to which the dedi- 
verers of Europe wish to restore them. 
The people of France are not so stupid 
as to be ignorant of the motives of these 
Deliverers; the people of France remem- 
ber, that, before their revolution, when 
they lived under the house of Bourbon, it 
was the fashion with English writers, Eng- 
lish painters, English Statesmen and Legis- 
ators, to treat them as slaves, as acknow- 
edged slaves; that we used to exhibit them 
as poor fribbles, as meagre, half-starved, 
ragged, bare-boned wretches ; that we used 
to hold them up to the world as frog- 
eaters, as lappers of soup meagre; that we 
used to be continually comparing their ab- 
ject subjection to their priests with our free- 
dom in religious matters; that we used to 
represent their ecclesiastics as eating up the 
produce of the land, while the people eat 
little more than the reptiles; that we used 
to reproach them as the basest of slaves, 
because they submitted to Lettres de Cachet 
and to the horrid cruelties of the Bastile. 
—— All this the people of. France remem- 
ber; and, they remember, too, that the 
moment they promulgated their resolution 
no longer to submit to these indignities ; 
the moment they proclaimed to the world 
their resolution no longer to be robbed of 
the fruit of their labour, and to feed upon 
frogs and soup meagre, while their masters 
fed upon the meat, and bread, and butter, 
and all the fat of the land: the moment 
they proclaimed their resolution’ not to be 
any longer exposed to arbitrary imprison- 
ment; the moment, in short, they declared 











POLITICAL REGISTER.— Battle of Salamanca. 








{298 


their resolution to enjoy, and to ena); 
their children to enjoy, the rights of may. 
the moment they did this, that very mp. 
ment did those in this country, who ha/ 
formerly taken such pains to paint thej 
misery and slavery, begin to tell us, thy 
the French were very well off, and thy 
they were fools or knaves, if not bot) 
at once, to attempt to make a revolution 
which these persons now represented to y 
as a most horrible thing, though heretofor 
they had been teaching us to boast of an 
to commemorate the revolution in England, 
All this the people of France remen, 
ber; and, though I have been here speak. 
ing of the acts of our deceivers, the people 
of France can make no distinction ; and they 
do remember, they will remember, they 
must remember, that, before their revolu. 
tion, this nation reproached them as being 
slaves, and that they had scarcely declared 
that they would no longer be slaves, when 
this nation joined in a war against them 
along with those sovereigns whose armie: 
were headed by the Duke of Brunswick. 
These things the people of France can 
never forget. They must bear them in 
mind, because they are so notorious, and 
are in their very nature of so much import- 
ance.——-Now, then, either what ou 
Clergy and Politicians, that is to say, the 
Church and the State; either what they 
taught us to believe about the former mi- 
sery and slavery of the French people was 
true or it was not. If the latter, let them 
account for their conduct; if the former, 
what is to be said of those who replace the 
French people in their former situation? 
Either the speeches of our members of par- 
liament; the writings of our poets, ou! 
historians, our moralists, and our divines: 
the works of our painters and _ statuaries: 
either all these are false; either they are 
all full of lies and calumny against the 
French nation and the old French govern- 
ment, or, the French were a most misel- 
able and degraded people, and their go- 
vernment anu execrable tyranny. Let the 
*¢ Deliverers’’ choose, therefore; let them 
acknowledge, that the people of France and 
the old French government were calumni 
ated for the purpose of cheating the people 
of England into a belief that they were 
better off than their neighbours, and als? 
for the purpose of making them despise the 
French, and be the more ready to entet 
into wars against them; let the ‘* Deliver: 
** ers” acknowledge this, or, let them find 
out a justification for the war which Eng: 
land waged against the French revolution 
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_—-At any rate, the ‘* Deliverers’? may 
be well assured, that all this is well under- 
stood in France; and, that, therefore, in 
order to begin the work of delivery, the 
former opinious and assertions of English 
writers and orators must be satisfactorily 
explained. But, it is said, that there is 
amedium: though the people of France de 
not so well off as they were under their old 
government, there is no necessity for carry- 
jug them back to their former state. I 
know that assertions like these are made, 
aud, as it is possible, that they may have 
produced an impression where such an im- 
pression might lead to mischievous conse- 
quences, I will avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity, which is a very suitable one, for 
examining these propositions, and for in- 
quiring into the probability of prevailing 
upon the people of France to be ** deliver- 
‘ed’ from their present state. The 
first proposition is, then, that the people of 
France are now worse off than they were 
under their old government. This is a 
proposition so void of truth; it is such a 
flagrant, such an impudent, falsehood, that 
one, at first sight, is astonished to hear it 
advanced; but, when one considers the nu- 
merous pens that are employed in England, 
constantly employed in the work of pro- 
mulgating notions disadvantageous to all 
change in government; when one consi- 
ders the means that are made use of to en- 
courage, support, and circulate the. produc- 
tions of these prostituted pens, one’s won- 
der at the effect is changed into indignation 
at the cause. The deceiving of the peo- 
ple of England does not, however, alter the 
real state of the case ; and we will now see 
how that stands. We will take a few in- 
stances of those blessings, to the enjoyment 
of which the ** Deliverers’”’ would willingly 
restore the people of France; and, when 
we have so done, we shall the better be 
able to judge of the likelihood of the people 
of France wishing to be delivered. We 
will not talk about political rights and pri- 
vileges, but will confine ourselves to things 
touching the purse and the persons of the 
people; and see what degree of security 
either enjoyed under the old government of 
France. In treating of the blessings of 
the old government of France, any man 
must be at a loss where to begin. Those 




















blessings were so numerous as well as so 


great, and there were so many of them that 
seemed to vie with each other in magni- 
tude, that, really, the list presents a great 
difficulty as to giving a preference; how- 
ever, I will begin with that prime blessing, 
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the Lellres de Cachet, which, in English, 


means literally, Jeffers under seal, but 

which were, in fact, orders secretly issued 
by the government for the seizing of any 

persons, and sending them to a solitary pri- 

son, there to be kept during pleasure. There 

Was no Warrant, no magistrate, no oath, no 

confronting with the accuser; but any man, 

at any moment, might be seized and im- 

mured for life; might be dragged from the 

bosom of his family, and thrown into a 

dungeon to die raving mad, or to pine out a 

miserable existence. And, there were 

times when these horrible letlres de cachet 

were to be purchased of the government, 

with blanks for thé names of the persons to 

be imprisoned, to be filled up at the plea- 

sure of the purchaser, who thus, by mere 
dint of money, became the master of the 
liberty and life of any one whom he wished 
to ruin. Here was a blessing! A bless- 
ing which the French do not now enjoy, 
but which they would have enjoyed to this 
day, if their revolution had not taken 
place, or, if a counter-revolution had taken 
place. But, say the ‘* Deliverers,” 
Napoleon’s government makes use of /etres 
de cachet; or, at least, of something equally 
arbitrary. The ‘* Deliverers’’ do not deal 
in proofs. They do not attempt to produce 
proof of any thing they assert, and, there- 
fore, we might suffer their assertion in this 
respect to pass for what it is, in itself, 
worth, But, I take upon me to deny it. 
I say it is false; and I say that no person 
can be sent to prison in France without an 
oath made against him before sworn magis- 
trates, and without proof of guilt sufficient 
to satisfy the mind of at least five magis- 
trates. And I say, that, beyond the space 
of three months, no man can be kept impri- 
soned without a trial; aud that no man 
can be imprisoned, for any cause, without 
being brought to trial within the space of 
three months. If I am asked how I 
know this, my answer is, that I know it in 
the same way that I know our own laws. 1k 
know it by reading the laws of France; I 
know it by reading the Criminal Code of 
Napoleon, which has been promulgated 
through all France and all Europe. This 
is the way I know it; and, knowing it, I 
am not easily to be persuaded, that the peo- 
ple of France feel very eager to be delivered 
from this Code, in order to be restored to 
that of the blessings of le(tres de cachet and 
the Bastile. The next blessing that £ 
shall mention was the Gabelle, or tax upon 
salt. All the taxes were oppressive ia 
their mode of collection; and the insolence 
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and tyranny of the tax-officers were into- 

lerable: but the Gabelle was the most fa- 

mous tax. In the frst place, every family | 
was compelled to buy a certain quantity of | 
salt per head, in the course of the year, 
whether they wanted it or not, under the 
pain of various fines according to the nature 
of the case. Salt being made very dear by 
the tax, and being almost a necessary of 
life, became, of course, an object of smug- 
gling. For this offence various penalties 
were inflicted, ull of them horribly severe. 
Jn many cases deaih; in some six years 
hard labour in the galleys or hulks. Wo- 
men and Children sere punished in a cruel 
manner. Women, married and single, for 
the first offence, a fine of 100 liv. Second, 
500 liv. Third, flogged and banished the 
kingdom for life. Husbands responsible 
for their wives both in fine and body. 
Children the same as women. Fathers 
and mothers responsible, and for defect of 
payment, flogged. It is calculated by 
Mons. Je Baron de Cormereé in the 3d vol. 
of his Researches, page 187, that there 
were annually taken up and sent to prison 
or the galleys, on account of the Gabelle, 
2,340 men, 896 women, 201 children. 
Total 3,437. ‘This blessing no longer 
exists in France. There is no law of Ga- 
belle under Napoleon, I will leave the 
reader to judge, whether the people of 
France can be extremely desirous of being 
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other blessing of the old government was 
the Corvées, or the labour of keeping the 
public roads in repair. This was a most 
cruel oppression on the common people, 
who were compelled to make and keep in 
repair most grand and beautiful roads with. 
out any payment for their labour, while 
the Nobility and Clergy, who used the 
roads and owned the lands, contributed 
not a farthing. Under Napoleon there 
are no Corvées; he supports the roads out 
of the taxes raised upon the whole of the 
people. And does the reader believe, that 
the people of France are over anxious to 
have the Corvées restored? Does he be- 
lieve, that the people of France sigh to be 
delivered from the want of Corvees ?——~ 
The next blessing that I shall mention was 
that of the dixmes, or, in English, the 
Tithes. These amounted to about 8 or 
9,000,000 of pounds sterling annually, in 
a country where provisions and all the ne- 
cessaries of life were low in nominal value 
compared to what they were in England. 
These Tithes maintained about 3. or 
400,000 Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Priests, 
Monks, Friars, Nuns; the far greater part 





of whom, being the sons and daughters of 


the nobility, lived only for the purpose of 
devouring the produce of the people’s la- 





bour. This blessing no longer exists. 
THERE ARE NO TITHES IN 
FRANCE. Those who wish to have a 








delivered {rom the want of a Gabelle. 
The government not only took from the 
mass of the people every penny that 
went beyond the means of barely support- 
ing themselves, but, it was as partial as 
it was greedy: for, from the most bur- 


densome of the taxes all the WNobilily | 
-and the Clergy were exempted, while’ 


the common people were pressed down 
to the earth by the hand of the tax- 
gatherers, who were sent into the different 
provinces armed with such dreadful pow- 
ers, that no man’s property, or even life, 
was safe, if he had the misfortune to offend 
them or any one having influence with 
them. 
or diminish at their pleasure. The detail 
of the oppressions committed by these of- 
ficers makes one shudder as one reads, and 
makes it impossible to restrain one’s indig- 
nation against those who have the impu- 
dence, the unteeling effrontery, to talk of 
delivering a people from the want of such 


execrable tyranny; for, in the taxes of | 
Napoleon, there are no exceplions; all | 


property of all persons pays alike towards 
the expenses of the government. An- 





They could exempt, change, add, | 


priest, pay the said priest, aud the Bishops 
have a moderate salary from the govern- 
ment. Every one is free to follow that 
mode of worship that he likes best. There 
are no religious tests in France. Yhe.Code 
Napoleon knows nothing at all of redigtous 
distinctions. All Frenchmen have the 
same rights, immunities and privileges. 
Does the reader believe, then, that 
the people of France wish to be restored to 
the enjoyment of paying tithes? Does he 
believe, that they wish to be delivered 
from laws which leave every man to do as 
he likes as to matters of religion? Does 
the reader imagine, that the French farmer 
longs for the time to return when he shal! 
again be called upon to give a tenth of his 
crops to the fat monks of some neighbour- 
ing convent? Yet, this is what the reader 
must believe before he can believe, that 
the people of France wish to be delivered 
from the sway of Napoleon and to be re- 
stored to that of the House of Bourbon. 
The Game Laws was another bless- 
ing, to which, I suppose, the ‘* Deliverers” 
would fain restore the people of France. 
When we speak of Game, under the old 
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government of France, we must figure to 
ourselves whole droves of wild boars, and 
herds of deer, not confined by any wall or 
paling, but rambling at will over the 
whole country, to the destruction of the 
crops in the fields and gardens. To touch 
any of these, or any other sort of game, was, 
5 the offender, a punishment /iti/e short of 
death. ‘To such an extent was the tyranny 
of the government carried in this respect, 
that, in certain districts, called Capilaine- 
ries, the farmer, though he might be the 
owner of the land, did not dare to weed or 
hoe his corn, nor to cut his upland hay or 
his stubble before obtaining permission, 
Jest he should thereby disturb the par- 
tridges’ nests. He did not dare steep his 
seed Jest it should injure the game; nor did 
he dare to mauure his land with night soil, 
Jest the flavour of the birds should be in- 
jured by their feeding on the corn pro- 
duced by such manure. 
‘¢ Deliverers’’ say to the people of France, 
when they propose to them deliverance 
from the laws which have abolished such 
insolent tyranny as this? The Jacobins 
abolished all the Gane laws, and made the 
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What will the 
the abused Jacobins ; 


game the property of whomsoever occupied | 


the land. They made any man liable toa 
fine for trespass if he went on another 


man’s ground, without his leave, to seek | 
for, or to pursue, game; but, they abo- | 


lished all the exclusive rights of killing or 
of eating game; anc, as they Jeft the law 
so Napoleon found it, and so he has wisely 
kept it. Now, I ask the reader, whe- 
ther he be ieves it to be possible, that the 
people of France should wish to be delivered 
from the game laws, as they now stand 
under Napoleon. IL ask him whether he 
can possibly suppose, that the people of 





' ain France. 


France have any desire to be restored to_ 


their former blessed state with respect to 
wild boars, deer, and other game. Thou- 
sands of the people of France were annually 
dragged to the galleys for offences against 
these execrable game laws. And does the 
reader believe, that they wish to be re- 
stored to the blessing of being sent to the 
galleys for scarcely looking into a par- 
tridge’s nest ? Great, however, as were 
the ‘blessings which the people of France 
derived immediately from the government, 
they were, il possible, exceeded by those, 
Which flowed to them from their feudal 
lords, who, living amongst them, in the 
several parishes, or villages, ground them 
to the very earth. These lords, besides 
humerous exactions, such as compelling 
the people to grind their corn at the lord’s 
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mill, bake their bread at his oven, press 
their grapes at his wine-press, and pay a 
tax in all cases for so doing; besides end- 
less dutics and fines which they imposed 
upon the people; besides these griev- 
ances, which the people experienced at 
the hands of the feudal lends. the latter 
held courts of justice in their several 
manors. In these courts litigation, for the 
sake of lucre to the lord, was endless, every 
species of chicanery was favoured, the par- 
ties were frequently ruined not only by 
enormous expenses but, by loss of time. In 
short, one is at a loss to say, under which 
the people suffered most, the royal, or the 
clerical, or the feudal, tyranny; but, this 
one may easily believe, that, all put to- 
gether amounted to a state of suffering which 
uo human being ought to endure, and which 
no human being will endure a moment 
longer than the sword of power is held to 
his throat. The Jacobins; aye, reader, 
the abused, the ca- 
lumniated, Jacobins ; they swept away, they 
toye up by the roots, and scattered in the 
winds, this feudal tyranny in France. Na- 
poleon found it abolished by law; and that 
law he has carefully preserved and main- 
tained. There is now no feudal tyranny 
There are even no feudal rights 
or tenures. There are no fines, no heriots, 
no exactions of the sort. The holders or 
occupiers of real property know now of no 
superior authority but the goverament. 
All real property is fr eehold and tithe free. 
And is it from a state like this that it 
is proposed to deliver the land-owner and 
the land-occupier? Does the reader be- 
lieve, that such persons will be very eager 
to be delivered back into the hands of the 
lords of manors and their courts of justice ? 
Does the reader believe, that the people of 
France are such decided beasts as to prefer 
their former to their present state ?—— 
Mr. Arthur Young (from whose Travels 
principally | have taken ny facts) in speak- 
ing of the outcry that was raised against 
the country people in France ou account of 
their violences at the outset of the French 
Revolution, has the following passage: 
‘* ft is impossible to justify the excesses of 
the people on their taking up arms; they” 
were certainly guilty of crueltics ; it is idle 
to deny the facts, for they have been 
proved too clearly to admit of a doubt. 
But is it really the people to whom we are 
to impute the whole? Or tw their op- 
pressors, who had. kept chem so loug in a 
state of bondage? He who cnooses to be 








served by slaves, and by ill treated slaves, 
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must know that he holds both his property 

and life by a tenure far different from those 

who prefer the service of well-treated free- 

men; and he who dines to the music of 
groaning sufferers, must not, in the mo- 

ment of insurrection, complain that his 

daughters are ravished and then destroyed, 

and that his sons’ throats are cut. When 

such evils happen, they surely are more 

imputable to the tyranny of the master, 

than to the cruelty of the servant. The 

analogy holds with the French peasants : 

The murder of a seigneur, or a chateau in 

flames, is recorded in every news-paper ; 
the rank of the person who suffers attracts 
notice; but where do we find the register 
of that seigneur’s oppressions of his pea- 

santry, and his exactions of feudal services, 
from those whose children were dying 
around them for want of bread? Where 
do we find the minutes that assigned these 
starving wretches to some vile petty-fogger, 
to be fleeced by impositions and a mockery 
of justice, in the seigneural courts? Who 
gives us the awards of the intendant and 
his sub-deleguées, which took off the taxes 
of a man of fashion, and laid them with 
accumulated weight, on the poor, who 
were so unfortunate as to be his neigh- 
bours ? Who has dwelt sufficiently upon 
explaining all the ramifications of despo- 
tism, regal, aristocratical, aud ecclesiastical, 
pervading the whole mass of the people ; 
reaching, like a circulating fluid, the most 
distant capillary tubes of poverty and 
wretchedness ?”’ This isa picture drawn 
by the hand of a master; and, let it be ob- 
served, too, that the man, who drew it, 
had spent three summers, not only in tra- 
yelling over, but in making an economical 
survey of, the kingdom of France. He had 
minutely examined into every thing relating 
to the yovernment and to the state of the 
people. Thearmy, thenavy, the church, 
the taxes, finances, arts, manufactures, 
commerce, agriculture, soil, climate, amuse- 
ments, manners; nothing had escaped him; 
and the result was, this description. Does 
the reader believe, then, that the people of 
france wish to be restored to the blessed 
state here described? Does he believe, 
that the people of France are ready to bless 
the hour when our good, kind deliverers 
will set about their promised work ? 
The credulity of the people of England is 
very great, to be sure, but one would ima- 
gine that it was not sufficient to make them 
swallow the assertion, that the people of 
France are worse off under the government 
of Napoleon than they were under that of 
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the Bourbons. But, might not the go- 
vernment of Napoleon be destroyed without 
restoring the old government? Certainly 
it might. Itis certainly possible, though 
not probable; but, if the government of 
Napoleon be destroyed, it will give way to 
the restoration, not of the Bourbons, but of 
the Republic; and that would, I suppose, 
by no means suit the purpose of the ** deli- 
‘6 yerers,”’ The truth is, that France isa re- 
public, except merely in name. There are 
no Nobility and no Clergy any more than 
there are in the United States of America; 
that is to say, the persons having titles and 
filling religious offices, have no privileges 
distinct from those of the people. They 
have no estates either. They have no hold 
upon the soil; and, of course, have no real 
power, or influence. The revolution has 
made a new distribution of property. It 
has distributed the great estates amongst 
numerous small proprietors. It has created, 
lotally created, a middle class in society ; 
and, though one man has the executive go- 
vernment in his hands, the society is essen- 
tially republican, and all its manners are, 
and will be, those of a republic. To ‘* de- 
‘¢ Jiver’’ France would, in fact, be to deliver 
this society of ils property. It is, there- 
fore, an absurdity to talk of it; and, unless 
France be ** delivered,’’ it is quite in vain 
to attempt the ‘* deliverance’ of the rest of 
the continent. Having given my reasons 
for believing, that the ** deliverance of Eu- 
‘¢ rope’ is a project that must have been 
engendered in the head of a madman, 
now return to my former subject, and beg 
those who have the powers of negociation 
in their hands, to reflect well before they 
throw away this most favourable occasion of 
offering terms of peace. If we are to get 
no nearer to the end of the war by this vic- 
tory, what is the wse of the victory? If, as 
it is asserted to be, this be the greatest vic- 
tory we ever gained, what a prospect have 
we, if it be to yield us no chance of peace? 
——-There is, too, another reason for offer- 
ing terms of peace at this time. Sucha 
step might, at once, make America decide 
for peace, if she be hesitating at the time 
when the news of such a proposition shall 
reach her shores. She will rather be dis- 
posed for war in consequence of our success 
in Spain; because, as I have before observ- 
ed, she will not suffer us to be masters of 
Spanish America, if she can possibly avoid 
it. She will view our success in Spain with 
great apprehensions. She will see very 
clearly, that.if we expel the French from 
Spain, we shall, in reality, be the masters 
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of that country, and shall dispose of all its 
means at our will. Iam, therefore, of opi- 
nion, that, as nothing could more dispose 
America to continue the war than the suc- 
cesses of Talavera, so it would be good po- 
licy to make those successes the grounds of 
treating, or of offering to treat, for peace. 
If America see us treating, or offering to 
treat, with France, the former will the 
more readily listen to terms of peace; and 
thus may this victory be the means of put- 
ting a stop to the bloodshed and misery of 
this long and terrible war, begun, on our 
part, avowedly for the island of Malta, but 
which has changed the face of the whole 
civilized world. If the victory is to 
have this effect, it will be a great blessing 
to the country ; but, if it only serve to urge 
our government on in a continuation of the 
war, with a view of finally oversetting Na- 
poleon, I am convinced it will prove to have 
been one of the greatest misfortunes that 
could possibly have befallen us. 


Wo. COBBETT. 
Botley, 19th August, 1812. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
BATTLE OF SALAMANCA, 


War Department. Downing- Street, 
August 16, 1812. 


Lord Clinton, Aid-de-Camp to the Earl 
of Wellington, arrived this morning at the 
War Department with Dispatches address- 
ed by his Lordship to Earl Bathurst, dated 
the 21st, 24th, and 28th ultimo, of which 
the following are extracts : 





Cabrerizos, near Salamanca, July 21st, 
1812. 


In the course of the 15th and 16th, the 


- enemy moved all their troops to the right 


of their position on the Douro, and their 
army was concentrated between Toro and 
San Roman. A considerable body pass- 
ed the Douro at Toro on the evening of the 
46th, and I moved the allied army to their 
left on that night, with an intention to 
concentrate on the Guarena. It was to- 
tally out of my power to prevent the enemy 
from passing the Douro at any point at 
Which he might think it expedient, as he 
had in his possession all the bridges over 








that river, and many of the fords; but he- 


recrossed that river at Toro, in the night 
of the 16th, moved his whole army to 
Tordesillas, where he again crossed the 
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Douro on the morning of the 17th; and 
assembled his army on that day at La Nav4 
del Rey, having marched not less than ten 
leagues in the course of the 17th. The 
4th and light divisions of infantry, and 
Major-General Anson’s brigades of cavalry, 
had marched to Castrejon on the night of 
the 16th, with a view to the assembly of 
the army on the Guarena, and were at 
Castrejon under the orders of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton, on the 17th, 
not having been ordered to proceed fur- 
ther, in consequence of my knowledge that 
the enemy had not passed thé Douro at 
Toro; and there was not time to call them 
in between the hour at which I received 
the intelligence of the whole of the enemy’s 
army being at La Nava, and daylight of 
the morning of the 18th. I therefore took 
measures to provide for their retreat and: 
junction, by moving the 5th division to 
Tordesillas de la Orden, and Major-Gene- 
ral Le Marchant’s, Major-General Alten’s, 
and Major-General Bock’s brigades of ca- 
valry to Alaejos. The enemy attacked: 
the troops at Castrejon, at the dawn of day 
of the 18th, and Sir Stapleton Cotton 
maintained the post, without suffering any’ 
loss, till the cavalry had joinedhim. Nearly 
about the same time the enemy turned by 
Alaejos the left flank of our position at 
Castrejon. The troops retired in ad-. 
mirable order to Tordesillas de la Orden, 
having the enemy’s whole army on their 
flank or in their rear; and thence to the 
Guarena, which river they passed under 
the same circumstances, and effected their- 
junction with the army. The Guarena, 
which runs into the Douro, is formed by 
four streams, which unite about a league 
below Ganizal, and the enemy took a 
strong position on the heights on the right 
of that river, and I placed the 5th, 4th, 
and light divisions, on the opposite heights, 
and had directed the remainder of the army 
to cross the Upper Guarena at Vallesa, in 
consequence of the appearance of the ene- 
my’s intention to turn our right. 
Shortly after his arrival, however, the: 
enemy crossed the Guarena at Carteillo, 
below the junction of the streams, and mae 
nifested an intention to press upon our left, 
and to enter the valley of Canizal. Ma- 

















jor-General Alten’s brigade of cavalry, 


supported by the 3d draguons, were already: 
engaged with the enemy’s cavalry, and’ 
had taken, -among. other prisoners, the- 
French General Carriér; and I desired the 
Honourable Lieutenant-General Cole to: 
attack, with Major-General William An- 
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son's and Brigadier-General Larvey’s bri- 
gades o! infantry (the latter under the com 
mand of Colonel Stubbs), the enemy’s 
fufantry which were supporting their ca- 
valry. 
feated them with the 27th and 4Oth regi- 


jor-General 


He immicdiately attacked and de- 


ments, which advanced to the charge with 


bayonets, Colonel! Stubbs’ Portuguese bri- 


gade supporting, and the enemy gave way; 

many were killed and wounded; and Ma- 

Alten’s brigade of cavalry 

having pursued the fugitives, two hundred 

aud forty pri oners were taken, ——In these 

afluirs Lietitenant-General the Hon. G. L. 

Cole, Major-General V. Alten, Major- 

General William Anson, Lieutenant-Co- 

Jone! Arentschildt of the Ist bussars, and 
Hervey, of the 14th light dragoons, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Maclean, of the 27th, and 
Major Archdall ol the 40th, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Anderson, commanding the 11th, 
and Major de Azeredo, commanding the 
23d Portuguese regiment, distinguished 
themselves. —— The enemy did not make 
any further attempt on our left; but having 
reinforced their troops on that side, and 
withdrawn those which had moved to their 
left, I brought back ours from Vallesa. 
——On the 19th in the afternoon the ene- 
my withdrew all the troops from their 
right, and marched to their left by Tarra- 
gona, appareutly with an intention of turn- 
ing our right. I crossed the Upper Gua- 
rena at Vallesa and El Olwo with the 
whole of the allied army in the course of 


“that evening and night; and every prepa- 


ration was made for the action, which was 
expected on the plain of Vallesa on the 
morning of the 20th,—— But shortly after 
day-light the enemy made another move- 
ment in several columns to his left; along 
the heights of the Guarena, which river he 
crossed below Canta la Piedra, and en- 
camped last night at Babilafuente and Vil- 
Jamela; and the allied army made a cor- 
respondent movement to its right by Gan- 
talpino, and encamped last might at Gabesa 
Vellosa, the Oth division, and Major-Ge- 
neral Alten’s brigade of cavalry being upon 
the Tormes at Aldea Lengua. —— During 
these movements there have been occasional 
canuonades, but without loss on our side. 
—--1 have this morning moved the left of 
the army to the Tormes, where the whole 
are vow concentrated; and I observe that 
the enemy have also moved towards the 
same river, near Huerta. -The enemy’s 
object hitherto bas been, to cut off my 
communication with Salamanca and Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The enemy abandoned and 


o lL 
Dilcounts, 4. 
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destroyed the fort of Mirabete, on the Ta- 
gus, on the 11th instant; and the garrison 
marched to Madrid, to form part of the 
army of the centre. They were reduced to 
five days provisions. I enclose a return 
of the killed and wounded on the 18th in- 
stant. 





Flores de Avila, July 24, 1812. 

My Aid-de-Camp, Captain Lord Clin- 
ton, will present to your Lordship this 
account of a victory which the allied troops 
under my command gained in a general 
action fought near Salamanca on the even- 
ing of the 22d inst., which I have been 
under the necessity of delaying to send till 
now, having been engaged ever since the 
action in the pursuit of the enemy’s flying 
troops. In my letter of the 21st J in- 
formed your Lordship, that both armies 
were near the Tormes; and the enemy 
crossed that river with the greatest part of 
his troops in the afternoon by the fords 
between Alba de Tormes and Huerta, and 
moved by their left towards the roads 
leading to Ciudad Rodrigo. The allied 
army, with the exception of the 3d division 
and General D’Urban’s cavalry, likewise 
crossed the Tormes in the evening by the 
bridge of Salamanca, and the fords in the 
neighbourhood ; and I placed the troops in 
a position of which the right was upon one 
of the two heights called Dos Arapiles, and 
the left on the Tormes below the ford of 
Santa Martha. The 3d division and 
Brigadier-General D’Urban’s cavalry were 
left at Gabrerizos, on the right of the 
Tormes, as the enemy had still a large 
corps on the heights above Babilafuente, 
on the same side of the river; and I con- 
sidered it not improbable, that, finding 
our army prepared fer them in the morn- 
ing, on the left of the Tormes, they would 
alter their plan, and maneeuvre by the 
other bank. In the course of the night 
of the 2lst I received intelligence, of the 
truth of which I could not doubt, that 
General Chauvel had arrived at Pollos on 
the 20th, with the cavalry and horse ar- 
tillery of the army of the north, to join 
Marshal Marmont; and I was quite cer- 
tain that these troops would join him on 
the 22d or 23d at the latest. During 
the night of the 21st the enemy had taken 
possession of the village of Calvarasa de 
Ariba, and of the height near it called 
Nuestra Senora de la Pena, our cavalry 
being in possession of Calvarosa de Abaxo; 
and shortly after daylight detachments 
from both armies attempted to obtain pos- 
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session of the more distant from our right 
of the two hills called Dos Arapiles. 
The enemy however succeeded, their de- 
tachment being the strongest, and having 
been concealed in the woods nearer the hill 
than we were, by which success they 
strengthened materially their own position, 
and had in their power increased means of 
annoying ours. In the morning, the 
light troops of the 7th division, and the 
4th Cacadores belonging to General Pack’s 
brigade, were engaged with the enemy on 








the height called Nuestra Senora de la Pena; | 


on which height they maintained themselves 
with the enemy throughout the day. The 


. } 
possession, by the enemy, however, of the 


more distant of the Arapiles, rendered it 


necessary for me to extend the right of the | 


army in Potence to the heights behind the 


village of Arapiles, and to occupy that. 
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village with light infantry; and here I. 


placed the 4th division, under the com- 
mand of the Honourable Lieutenant-Gene- 
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I reinforced our right with the 5th division, 
under Lieutenant-General Leith, which I 
placed behind the village of Arapiles, on 
the right of the 4th division; and with the 
6th and 7th divisions in reserve; and as 
soon as these troops had taken their sta- 
tions, I ordered the Hon. Major-General 
Pakenham to move forward with the 3d 
division, and General D’Urban’s cavalry, 
and two squadrons of the 14th light dra- 
goons, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hervey, 
in four columns, to turn the enemy’s left 
on the heights, while Brigadier-General 
Bradford’s brigade, the 5th division, under 
Lieutenant-General Leith, the dth divi- 
sion, under the Hon. Lieutenant General 
Cole, and the cavalry, under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton, should at- 
tack them in front, supported in reserve by 
the 6th division, under Major-General 
Glinton, the 7th division, under Major- 
General Hope, and Dou Carlos D’Espana’s 
Spanish division, and Brigadier-General 


ral Cole; and although, from the variety | Pack should support the left of the 4th di- 
of the enemy’s movements, it was difficult | vision, by attacking that of the Dos Ara- 


to form a satisfactory judgment of his inten- 
tions, I considered that, upon the whole, 
his objects were upon the left of the Tormes. 
I therefore ordered the Honourable Major- 
General Pakenham, who commanded the 
3d division, in the absence of Lieutenant- 
General Picton, on account of ill health, 
to move across the Tormes with the troops 
under his command, including Brigadier- 


General D’Urban’s cavalry, and to place | 


himself behind Aldea Tejada, Brigadier-— 


General Bradford’s brigade of Portuguese 


infantry and Don Carlos D’Espana’s in- | 


fantry, having been moved up likewise to 
the neighbourhood of Las Torres, between 
the 3d and 4th divisions. After a va- 
riety of evolutions and movements, the 
enemy appears to have determined upon his 
plan about two in the afternoon ; and under 
cover of a very heavy cannonade, which 
however did us but very little damage, he 
extended his left and moved forward his 
troops, apparently with an intention to 
embrace, by the position of his troops, 
aud by his fire, our post on that of the two 
Arapiles which we possessed, and from 
thence to attack and break our line; or at 
all events to render difficult any movement 
of ours to our right. 
his line to his left however, and its ad- 
Vance upon our right, notwithstanding that 
his troops still occupied very strong ground, 
and his position was well defended by can- 
Ron, gave me an opportunity of attacking 

im, for which I had long been anxious. 











} 
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piles, which the enemy held. The Ist 
and light divisions occupied the ground on 
the left, and were in reserve. —-—The at- 
tack upon the enemy’s left was made in the 
manner above described, and completely 
succeeded. Major-General the Hon. Ed- 
ward Pakenham formed the third division 
across the enemy’s flank, and overthrew 
every thing opposed to him. These troops 
were supported in the most gallaut style by 
the Portuguese cavalry under Brigidier- 
General D’Urban, and Lieutenant Col. 
Hervey’s squadrons of the 14th, who suc- 
cessfully defeated every attempt made by 
the enemy on the flank of the third division. 
—— Brigadier-General Bradlord’s brigade, 
the 5th and 4th divisions, and the cavalry 
under Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton, attacked the enemy in front, and 
drove his troops before them, from one 
height to another, bringing forward their 


right, so as to acquire strength upon the 


enemy's flank, in proportiouto the advance. 
Brigadier-General Pack made a very gal- 


'Tant attack upon the Arapiles, in which, 





however, he did not succeed, excepting 
in diverting the attention of the cnemy’s 


‘corps placed upon it, from the troops 
The extension of | 


under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Cole, in his advance. -—— The cavalry 
under Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton made a most gallant and success- 
ful charge against a body of the ene- 
my’s infantry, which they overthrew and 
cut to pieces. In this charge Major-Gene- 
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ral Le Marchant was killed at the head of 
his brigade; and I have to regret the loss 
of a most able officer, After the crest 
of the height was carried, one division of 
the enemy’s infantry made a stand against 
the 4th division, which, after a severe con- 
test, was obliged to give way, in conse- 
quence of the enemy having thrown some 
troops on the left of the 4th division, after 
the failure of Brigadier-General Pack’s at- 
tack upon the Arapiles, and the Honourable 
Lieuteuant-General Cole having been 
wounded. Marshal Sir William Beres- 
ford, who happened to be on the spot, di- 
rected Brigadier General Spry’s brigade of 
the fifth division, which was in the second 
Jine, to change its front, and to bring its 
fire on the flank of the enemy’s division ; 
and, I am sorry to add, that while engaged 
in this service, he received a wound, 
which, I am apprehensive, will deprive me 
of the benefit of his counsel and assistance 
for some time. Nearly about the same 
time Lieutenant-General Leith received a 
wound, which unfortunately obliged him to 
quit the field. 1 ordered up the 6th divi- 
sion, under Major-General Clinton, to re- 
lieve the 4th, and the battle was soon re- 
stored to its former success. The eune- 
my’s right, however, reinforced by the 
troops which had fled from his left,’ and by 
those which had now retired from the Ara- 
piles, still continued to resist; and I or- 
dered the Ist and light divisions, and Co- 
Jonel Stubbs’s Portuguese brigade of the 4th 
division, which was re-formed, and Major- 
General William Anson’s brigade, likewise 
of the 4th division, to turn the right, while 
the 6th division, supported by the 3d and 
5th, attacked the front. It was dark before 
this point was carried by the 6th division, 
and the enemy fled through the woods to- 
wards the Tormes. I pursued them with 
the Ist and light divisions, and Major- 
General William Anson’s brigade of the 4th 
division, and some squadrons of cavalry 
under Lieutenant General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton, as long as we could find any of 
them together, directing our march upon 
Huerta and the fords of the Tormes, by 
which the enemy had passed on their ad- 
vance; but the darkness of the night was 
highly advantageous to the enemy, many of 
whom escaped under its cover, who must 
otherwise have been in our hands. Iam 
sorry to report, that owing to this same 
cause, Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton was unfortunately wounded by one 
of our own sentries after he had halted. 
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We renewed the pursuit at break of 
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day in the morning with the same troops, 
and Major-General Bock’s and Major-Ge- 
neral Anson’s brigades of cavalry, which 
joined during the night, and having crossed 
the Tormes, we came up with the enemy's 
rear-guard of cavalry and infantry, near La 
Serna; they were immediately attacked by 
the two brigades of dragoons; and the ca- 
valry fled, leaving the infantry to their fate. 
I have never witnessed a more gallant 
charge than was made. on the enemy’s in- 
fantry by the heavy brigade of the King’s 
German Legion, under Major-General Bock, 
which was completely. successful, and the 
whole body of infantry, consisting of three 
battalions of the enemy’s first division, 
were made prisoners. The pursuit was 
afterwards continued as far as Penaranda 
last night; and our troops are still follow- 
ing the flying enemy. Their head-quarters 
were in this town, not less than ten leagues 
from the field of battle, for a few hours last 
night; and they are now considerably ad- 
vanced on the road towards Valladolid by 
Arevalo. They were joined yesterday on 
their retreat by the cavalry and artillery of 
the army of the North, which have arrived 
at too late a period, it is to be hoped, to be 
of much use to them. It is impossible 
to form a conjecture of the amount of the 
enemy’s loss in this action; but from all 
reports it is very considerable. We have 
taken from them eleven pieces of cannon,* 
several ammunition waggons, two eagles, 
and six colours ; and one general, three co- 
lonels, three lieutenant-colonels, 130 of- 
ficers of inferior rank, and between six and 
seven thousand soldiers are prisoners ;+ and 
our detachments are sending in more every 
moment. The number of dead on the field 
is very large. I am informed that Mar- 
' shal Marmont is badly wounded, and has 
lost one of his arms; and that four general 
officers have been killed, and _ several 
wounded. Such an advantage could not 
have been acquired without material loss 
on our side; but it certainly has not been 
of a magnitude to distress the army, or to 
cripple its operations, I have great 
pleasure in reporting to your Lordship, 
that, throughout this trying day, of which 




















* The official returns only account for eleven 
pieces of cannon ; but it is believed that twenty 
have fallen into our hands, 

t The prisoners are supposed to amount to 
seven thousand ; but it has not been possible to 
ascertain their numbers exactly, from the ad- 
vance of the army immediately after the actio® 
was over, ) 
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{ have related the events, I had every rea- 
son to be satisfied with the conduct of the 
general officers and troops. The relation 
which I have written of its events will give 
a general idea of the share which each indi- 
vidual had in them; and I cannot say too 
mucl in praise of the conduct of every in- 
dividual in his station. I am much in- 








debted to Marshal Sir William Beresford 


for his friendly counsel and assistance, both 
previous to, and during the action; to 
Lieutenant-Generals Sir Stapleton Cotton, 
Leith, and Cole, and Major-Generals Clin- 


ton, and the Honourable Edward Paken- 
| ham, for the manner in which they led the 


divisions of cavalry and infantry under their 


/ command respectively; to Major-General 
| Hulse, commanding a brigade in the 6th 
| division: Major-General G. Anson, com- 
' manding a brigade of cavalry; Colonel 
_ Hinde, Colonel the Honourable William 
- Ponsonby, commanding Major General Le 
' Marchant’s brigade, after the fall of that 
_ olhcer; to Major-General William Anson, 
| commanding a brigade in the 4th division; 


Major-General Pringle, commanding a bri- 


| gade in the 5th division, and the division 
after Lieutenant-General Leith was wound- 
@1; Brigadier-General Bradford; Briga- 
- dier-General Spry, Colonel Stubbs, and 
» Brigadier-General Power, of the Portuguese 


service; likewise to Lieutenant-Colonel 


| Campbell, of the 94th, commanding a bri- 
' gade in the 3d division; Lieutenant-Colo- 
' nel Williams, of the 60th foot ; Lieutenant- 
| Colonel Wallace, of the 88th, commanding 


a brigade in the 3d division; Lieutenant- 


» Colonel Ellis, of the 23d, commanding Ge- 


neral the Hon. Edward Pakenham’s brigade 


}in the 4th division, during his absence in 


the command of the 3d division ; the Hon. 


, Lieutenant-Colonel Greville, of the 38th re- 


giment, commanding Major-General Hay’s 
brigade in the 5th division, during his ab- 
sence on leave; Brigadier-General Pack ; 
Brigadier-General the Conde de Rezendi, 


}of the Portuguese service ; Colonel Doug- 
| las, of the 8th Portuguese regiment ; Lieu- 
_ tenant-Colonel the Conde de Ficalho, of the 


samie regiment; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bingham, of the 53d regiment ; likewise to 


| Brigadier General d’ Urban, and Lieutenant- 


Colonel Hervey, of the 14th Light Dra- 
Colonel Lord Edward Somerset, 
Commanding the 4th Dragoons ; and Lieut.- 


: Colonel the Honourable Frederick Ponson- 


y; Commanding the 12th Light Dragoons. 
~~~I must also mention Lieutenant-Col. 


; Woodford, commanding the light battalion 
of the brigade of Guards, who, supported 
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by two companies of the Fusileers, under 
the command of Captain Crowder, main- 
tained the village of Arapiles against all the 
efforts of the enemy, previous to the attack 
upon their position by our troops. Ina 
case in which the conduct of all has been 
conspicuously good, I regret that the ne- 
cessary limits of a dispatch prevents me 
from drawing your Lordship’s notice to the 
conduct of a larger number of individuals ; 
but I can assure your Lordship, that there 
was no Officer of Corps engaged in this 
action, who did not perform his duty by his 
Sovereign and his Country. The royal 
and German artillery, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Framingham, distinguished them- 
selves .by the accuracy of their fire, wher- 
ever it was possible to use them; and they 
advanced to the attack of the enemy’s posi- 
tion with the same gallantry as the other 
troops. I am particularly indebted to 
Lieutenant-Colonel De Lancy, the Deputy 
Quarter-Master-General, the head of the 
department present in the absence of the 
Quarter- Master-General, and to the officers 
of that department, and of the staff corps, 
for the assistance I received from them, 
particularly the Honourable Lieutenant-Co- ° 
lonel Dundas, and Lieutenant-Colone! Stur- 
geon of the latter, and Major Scovell of the 
former ; and to Lieutenant-Colonel Waters, 
at present at the head of the Adjutant Ge- 
neral’s department at head-quarters, and to 
the officers of that department, as well at 
head-quarters as with the several divisions 
of the army; and Lieutenant-Colone! Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset, and the officers of my 
personal staff. Among the latter 1 parti- 
cularly request your Lordship to draw the 
attention of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent to His Serene Highness the Here- 
ditary Prince of Orange, whose conduct in 
the field, as well as upon every other occa- 
sion, entitles him to my highest commenda- 
tion, and has acquired for him the respect 
and regard of the whole army. I have 
had every reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of the Mariscal del Campo Don 
Carlos d’Espagna, and of Brigadier Don 
Julion Sanchez, and with that of the troops 
under their command respectively ; and 
with that of the Mariscal del Campo Don 
Miguel Alava, and of Brigadier Don Joseph 
O’Lawlor, employed with this army by the 
Spanish government, from whom, and from 
the Spanish authorities, and people in gene- 
ral, I received every assistance I could ex- 
pect. It is but justice likewise to draw 
your Lordship’s attention, upon this occa- 
sion, to the merits of the officers of the 
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civi! departments of the army. Notwith- 
standing the increased distance of our ope- 
rations from our magazines, and that the 
country is completely exhausted, we have 
hitherto wanted nothing, owing to the dili- 
gence aud attention of Commissary General 
Mr. Bisset, and the officers of the depart- 
ment under his direction. I have like- 
wise to mention, that by the attention and 
ability of Doctor Mac Gregor, and of the 
officers of the department under his charge, 
our wounded, as well as those of the enemy 
left in our hands, have been weil taken 
care of; and I hope that many of these va- 
luable men will be saved to the service. 
——Captain Lord Clinton will have the 
honour of laying at the feet of His Royal 
Hizhness the Prince Regent, the eagles and 
colours taken from the enemy in this action. 
———I enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded. 





Olmedo, July 28, 1812. 

The army have continued their march in 
pursuit of the enemy since I addressed you 
on the 24th inst., and we have continued to 
take muny prisoners, A part of the ene- 
“my’s army crossed the Douro yesterday 
near Puente de Douro, and the remainder, 
their left wing, were in march tawards the 
bridge of Tudela this morning at nine 
o’clock, when I last heard from our advanc- 
ed posts. ——-The main body of the allied 
army is this day on the Adaja and Zapar- 
diel rivers in this neighbourhood ; the light 
cavalry being in front, in pursuit of the 
enemy. It appears that Joseph Buona- 
parte left Madrid on the 21st, with the 
army of the centre, supposed to consist of 
from ten to twelve thousand infantry and 
from two to three thousand cavalry, and 
he directed his march by the Escoriel, upon 
Alba de Tormes. He arrived at Blasco 
Sancho, between Avila and Arevalo on the 
25th, where he heard of the defeat of Mar- 
shal Marmont, and he retired in the even- 
ing, and between that time and the evening 
of the 26th, he marched through Villa Cas- 
tin to Espinar. A non commissioned of- 
ficer’s patrol of the 14th Light Dragoons 
and the Ist Hussars, from Arevalo, took 
in Blascho Sancho on the evening of the 
25th, shortly after Josep: Bucnaparte had 
left the place, two officers and twenty-seven 
men of his own cavalry, who had been left 
there to follow his rear-guard. I have 
reason to believe that Joseph Buonaparte 
had no regular account of the action of the 
22d, till he passed the Puerte de Guadarra- 
ma yestercav, but he then returned, and 
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was directing his march upon Segovia. | 
have not yet heard how far he had advance. 
ed. All accounts concur with regard tg 
the great loss sustained by the army of 
Portugal. By accounts from Lieutenant. 
General Sir Rowland Hill to the 24th in. 
stant, it appears, that the enemy had in 
seme degree reinforced the troops in Estra- 

































































madura. The Lieutenant-General had re. J 
moved to Zafra. It is reported, that | 
General Ballasteros had marched on another 
expedition towards Malaga, and that he & 
was opposed by a division of the Army of & 
the South, under General Labal. I have 1 
not received detailed accounts of Commo- & | 
dore Sir Home Popham’s operations on the J 2 
coast since the capture of Sequeitio, but [| & , 
understand that he has taken Castro Ur. fi 
diales. : C 
Ez 

Names of Officers killed and wounded, July 13, © i 
1812. he 

KiLLep.—?7th Foot, Lieutenant Radcliffe, Bp 
Adjutant Davidson. iL 
WounbDEp.—Royal Horse Artillery, Lieute. E 
nant Belsun, severely.—3d Dragoons, Lieutenant I 
Branfield, slightly,—1ith Light Dragoons, Lieu. 7% se 
tenant Bontein, slightly ; Cornet Williams, se @ R 
verely.—i2th Light Dragoons, Adjutant Get &% {,; 
trick, severely.—i4th Foot, Major Brotherton, @ 1; 
Lieutenants Gwynne, Fowke, slightly.—1é6th nf 
Foot, Lieutenant Baker, slightly.—ist Hussar & se 
King’s German Legion, Barrack-Master Krau J ja; 
kenberg, Cptain Maller, slightly ; Captain Aly,  (o 
severely ; Lieutenant Wisch, slightly. — 7th ter 
Royal Fusileers, Lieutenant Nantes, slightly.— — p< 
27th Foot, Captain Mair, slightly. —40th Foot, an 
Lieutenant Kelly, slightly. slig 
vel 
Names of the Officers killed, wounded, and missing nar 
of the Allied Army, under the Command of His & W¢ 
Excellency General the Earl of Wellington, » ® Da 
the Battle uear Salamanca, on the 22d July, & sev, 
1812. 27t 
Head-Quarters, Flores de Avilas, July 25, 1811 sligl 
KiLLep.—Major-Gen. Le Marchant.—5th Dr sligl 
goonGuards, Capt.Osborn.—3d Dragoons, Lieute 2, 
nant Selby.—12th Light Dragoons, Captain — ‘¢v« 
Dickens,-—2d or Queen’s, Ensign Denwoody.— Lie 
7th Fusileers, Captain Prescott.—1iith Foot, 1st J 'n 
Batt. Ensign Scott.—23d Welch Fusileers, Me Foo 
jor Offey.—52d Foot, ist Batt. Lieutenant Sey — 


mour, Ensign Newton.—36th Foot, ist Batt 
Captains Tullok and Middleton, Lieutenait 
Parker and Barton.—38th Foot, ist Batt. Cap 
tain Taylor, Lieutenant Broumfield.—44th Foot, 
2d Batt. Captain Berwick, Ensign Standley— 
Gist Foot, ist Batt. Lieutenant-Colonel Bar 
low, Captains Hortun and Stubbs, Lieutenan’s 
Chauner and Parker. — 68th Foot, ist Butt 
Lieutenant Finucane —88th Foot, ist Batt 
Brevet Major Murphy, Captain Hogan.—94t 
Foot, Lieutenant Innes.—2d Light Batt. Kins! 
German Legion, Lieutenant Fincke. 

Wounvep.— Lieutenant-General Sir S, Cotto? 
severely; Lieut nant-General Leith, severel!: 
not dangerously; Lieutenant-General Honovl 
able G. L. Cole, severely, not dangerously ; Me 
jor-General Victor Alten, severely, not dang 
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ously.—-Royal Horse Guards Blue, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Elley, A.A. G. slightly.—ssth Foot, | 
Captain Tryon, D. A, A. G, severely. —15th - 
Light Dragoons, Captain White, D. A. Q. M. G. 
severely, since dead.—29th Foot, Lieutenant 
Hay, Aid-de-Camp to Lieutenant-General Leith, 
slightly.—6th Dragoons, Captain Dawson, extra 


| 4, D. C. to Lieutenant-General Leith, severely. 


5th Dragoons, Captain Aiken, severely; Lieu- 
tenant Christie, severely.—4th Dragoons, Lieu- | 


f Graham, 


uly 18, 


dcliffe, 


Lieute- 
utenant 
s, Lieu 
mis, Se 
it Get 
ther ton, 
—16th 
Hussar 
r Krav 
ain Aly, 
1, = 7th 
ghtly.— 
th Foot, 


| missing 
d of His 
ngton, in 
2d July, 


95, 181%. 
~5th Dre 
is, Lieute- 

Captail 
woody.- 
Foot, ist 
eers, Me 
nant Sey 
4st Batt 
jeutenauls 
att. Cap 
14th Foot, 
tandley.— 
lonel Bat 
ieutenanls 
ist Butt 
ist Batt 
an.—94 
tt. King’ 


r$. Cotto, 

severell: 
al Honotl 
ously ; Me 
ot dang 


verely.—5 
severely ; 


' tenant Norcliffe, severely.—1ist Hussars, King’s 
German Legion, Captains Maller and Decken, 
' gightly; Lieutenant Fueto, severely ; Lieute- 
' yant Cordemann, slightly; Cornet Behrends, 
slightly —Coldstream Guards, ist Batt. Ensign 
' Hotham, slightly.—3d Guards, ist Batt. Cap- 
tain White, severely,—ist Foot, or Royal Scots, 
' Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes, severely; Captain — 
' Logan, slightly; Lieutenants Kellett, O'Neil, 
'and Falk, severely; Lieutenant M(‘Kililigan, 
\ slightly; Lieutenant Clarke, severely; Ensign | 
' Stoyte, severely.—2d Foot, or Queen’s, Brevet 
' Lientenant-Colonel Kingsbury, severely ; Major | 
severely; Captain Seott, severely ; | 
- Lieutenant Gordon, severely; Lieutenant Wil- | 
_ liams, slightly ; Lieutenant Hudson, severely.— 
- 4th Foot, 


shall, severely ; Lieutenant Armstrong, slightly ; 
Lieutenant Johnson, severcly ; Ensigns Thatcher, 
Warton, slightly; Ensign Le Mesurier, right 
arm amputated.—53d Foot, 2d Batt. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bingham, Brigadier Lieutenant-Colonel 
and Captain Robinson, Captain Fehrsen, se- 
verely; Captain Poppleton, slightly ; Captains 


| Fernandez, Blackall, M‘Dougal, Lieutenants 


_ Huater, Nicholson, severely; Ensign Bunworth, 


Adjutant Carss, slightly.—60th Foot, 5th Batt. 


| Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, slightly; Major 


Galitfe, Ensign Lucke, severely.—61st Foot, ist 
Batt. Major Downing, Captains Oke, M‘Leod, 
Green, severely ; Captain Faville, severely (since 


_dead); Lieutenant Falkener, severely ; Liente- 
| nant Daniel, slightly ; Lieutenant Chapman, se- 
_verely , Lieutenant Chipchase, slightly ; Lieute- 


nant Furnace, severely; Lieutenant Gloster, 
slightly; Lieutenant Collis, severely ; Lieunte- 


_nant Wolfe, slightly ; Lieutenants Brackenburg, 


ist Batt. Major O'Halloran, slightly. | 
_ —dth Foot, 1st Batt. Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 


| Bird, slightly ; Captain Simcocks, severely ; 
' Lieutenan 
Ensign H 


ts Macpherson and Gunn, severely ; 
amilton, slightly; Ensign Pratt, se- 
tif Foot, zd Batt. Lieutenant O'Dell, 
Lieutenant Hilliard, slightly. —7th 


Royal Fusileers, Captain Hammerton, slightly ; 


Lientenan 
- Lieutenan 


ts Hutchinson and Hartley, severely ; 
ts Wallace, Nantes, Johnson, Knowles, 


denry, and Hannan, slightly; Adjutant Hay, 


“ 








| severely.—9th Foot, ist Batt. Lieutenant Ack- 
. land, slightly.—1i1th Foot, ist Batt. Lieutenant- 


Colonel Cuyler, Major M‘Gregor, Captains Por- 
ter, Hamilton, and Gualy, severely; Lieutenant 


Donovan, 


}and Step 
| slightly ; 


slightly ; Lieutenants Rynd, Williams, 
hens, severely; Lieutenant Daniel, 
Lieutenants Walker and Smith, se- 


verely; Lieutenant Stewart, slightly ; Lieute- 
nants Gethen and Read, severely.—23d Royal 
Welch Fusileers, Lieutenant-Colonel Ellis, Major 


Dalmer, 
severely ; 


Lieutenants Enoch, Fryer, Cloyde, 
Lieutenant Macdonald,  slightly.— 


27th Foot, 3d Batt. Lieutenant Philip Gordon, 
slightly. —30th Foot, 2d Batt. Lieutenant Garvey, 
slightly —3¢d Foot, 1st Batt. Captains Roslew- 
en, Toole, slightly ; Lieutenants Greaves, Eason, 


severely : 


Lieutenant R. Robinson, slightly ; 


Lieutenants Bowes, Butterworth, Ensign New- 
ton (2d) severely; Ensign Blood, slightly.—36th 


Foot, ist 


Batt. Captain Fox, slightly ; Lieute- 


Royal, Toole, Ensigns Whyte, Beere, Singleton, 
severely.—68th Foot, Captain and Brevet Major 
Millar, severely; Captain North, slightly. —74th 
Foot, Captain and Brevet Major Thompson, 
Lieutenant Ewing, severely. —83d Foot, 2d Batt. 
Lieutenant Gascoigne, severely ; Lieutenant 
Evans, slightly.—88th Foot, ¢d Batt. Captain 


_ Adair, Lieutenants Nichols, Meade, severely ; 


Lieutenant Kingsmill, slightly, — 94th Foot, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, Captain Cooke, 
Lieutenant Griffiths, severely.—ist Light Batt. 
King’s German Legion, Captain Hulseman, 
Lieutenant Hartwig, severely.—2d Light Batt. 
Ditto, Captain Haassman, slightly —?d Line 
Batt. Ditto, Captain Scharnhorst, Lieutenant 
Repke, severely.—5th Ditto, Ditto, Captain 
Langresher, severely.—Brunswick Oels, Cap- 
tain Lueder, severely ; Lieutenant Griesham, 
slightly.—ist Royal Scots, Volunteer M‘Alpin, 
severely.— 9th Foot, 1st Batt. Voiunteer Perry, 
severely.—55d Foot, 2d Batt. Volunteer Morf- 
shell, severely. 
(Signed) JOHN WATERS, 
Lieut, Col, and A. A. G, 


Names of the Officers killed and wounded on the 
23d of July, 1812. 

KILLED.—1st Dragoons, King’s German Le- 
gion, Lieutenants Voss and Heugell.—2d ditto, 
ditto, Captain Usslar, 

WounDED.—-Royal Artillery, Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel May, A. A. G. severely,—ist Dragoons, 
King’s German Legion, Captain Decken, Cor- 
net Tappe, severely.—2d ditto, ditto, Lieute- 
nant Fumette, slightly. 





hants Price, Hewart, Ensign Bouchier, severe- | Abstract of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the 


ly, —$8th 


Foot, ist Batt. Lieutenaut-Colonel 


Miles, severely; Captains Wilshire, Gallie, 


slightly ; 


Captain Fullarton, severely; Lieute- 


lant Ince, slightly; Lieutenant Peddie, right 
am amputated; Lieutenant Laws, Ensign 
Wheatley, severely ; Ensigns Magie, Wilcocks, 
‘lightly ; Ensign Byam, severely; Eusign Freer, 
‘lightly. —38th Foot, 2d Batt. Lieut. M‘Pher- 
‘on, Ensign Anderson, severely.—40th Foot, 1st | Abstract of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the 

att. Lieutenants Gray, Hudson, severely ; 

‘eutenants Brown, Turton, slightly ; Adjutant 


ethel, S 


everely.—43d Foot, 1st Batt. Lieute- 


Pant Ridout, slightly—45ih Foot, ist Batt. 
Major Greenwell, severely ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
‘orbes, Captain Lightfoot, Lieutenaut Coghlan, 


slightly . 
Batt. Ca 


‘lightly : 


Ensign Rey, severely.—48th Foot, ist 
ptain Thwaites, Lieutenant Stroud, 
Lieutenants Leroux, Vincent, Mar- 








Army under the Command of the Earl of Welling- 
ton, near Castrajon, on the 18th July, 1812. 
Killed. Wounded. Missing. 
Portuguese . 34 . 96 . 27 


Total . 95 393 Oo 





' 


Allied Army, under the Command of General the 
Earl of Wellington, in the Battle fought near 
Salamanca, on the 22d Day of July, 1812, 
Killed. Wounded. Missing, 
British . 383 . 2714 . 74 
Portuguese 304 . 1552 . 182 
Spanish . @ . 460. 


Total . 694 4270 256 
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Abstract of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the 
Allied Army, under the Command of Lord Wel- 


lington, in an Affair with the Enemy's Rear- 
Guard near La » on the 23d July, 1812. 
Killed 51 . Wonnded 60 . Missing 6 


Return of Ordnance, §c. taken at the Castle of 
Salamanca, July 22, 1812. 


6 French eight-pounders, 1 French four-pound- 
er, 3 Spanish four-pounders, 1 French six-inch 
howitzer.—Total 11. 7 

5 tambrils with ammunition. 

The exact quantity of ammunition carried on 
each tumbnil mot yet ascertained. 

(Signed) HOYLET FRAMINGHAM. 
Lient. Col. Royal Artillery. 





‘OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Ameritan Srares.—Message of President 


Madison to the Congress, \st June, 1812, 
relative Lo the dispute with England. 


(Continued from page 222.) 


terpositions heretofore furnished by the of- 
ficers and agents of that Government. 
Such is the spectacle of injuries and indig- 
nities which have been heaped on our coun- 
try; atid such the crisis which its unex- 
ampled forbearance and conciliatory efforts 
have not been able to avert. It might at 
least have been expected, that an enlight- 
ened nation, if less urged by moral obliga- 
tions, or invited by friendly dispositions on 
the part of the United States, would have 
found in its true interests alone a sufficient 
motive to respect their rights and their 
‘tranquillity on the high seas; that an en- 
larged policy would have favoured the free 
and general circulation of commerce, in 
which the British nation is at all times in- 
terested, and which in times of war is the 
best alleviation of its calamities to herself, 
as well as the other belligerents; and more 
especially that the British Cabinet would 
not, for the sake of a precarious and sur- 
reptitious intercourse with hostile markets, 
have persevered in a course of measures 
which necessarily put at hazard the inva- 
luable market of a great and growing coun- 
try, disposed to cultivate the mutual advan- 
tages of an active commerce. Other 
councils have prevailed. Our moderation 
and conciliation have had no other effect 
than to encourage perseverance, and to en- 
large pretensions. We behold our sea- 
faring citizens still the daily victims of law- 
Jess violence committed on the great and 
common highway of nations, even within 
sight of the country which owes them pro- 
tection. We behold our vessels, freighted 
with the products of our soil and industry, 
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or returning with the honest proceeds of 
them, wrested from their lawful destina- 
tions, confiscated by prize courts no longer 
the organs of public law, but the instru- 
ments of arbitrary edicts ; and their unfor- 
tunate crews dispersed and lost, or forced 
or inveigled in British ports into British 
fleets; whilst arguments are employed iy 
support of these aggressions, which have 
no foundation but in a principle equally 
supporting a claim to regulate our external 
commerce in all cases whatsoever. We 
behold, in fine, on the side of Great Bri- 
tain, a state of war against the United 
States; and on the side of the United 
States, a state of peace towards Great Bri- 
tain.——-Whether the United States shall 
continue passive under these progressive 
usurpations, and these accumulating wrongs; 
or, opposing force to force, in defence of 
their natural rights, shall commit a just 
cause into the hands of the Almighty Dis- 
poser of events; avoiding all connexions 
which might entangle it in the contests or 
views of other powers, and preserving a 
constant readiness to concur in an honour- 
able re-establishment of peace and friend- 
ship, is a solemn question, which the con- 
stitution wisely confides to the Legislative 
Department of the Government. In recom- 
mending it to their early deliberations, | 
am happy in the assurance that the decision 
will be worthy the enlightened and pa- 
triotic councils of a virtuous, a-free, and a 
powerful nation. Having presented this 
view of the relations of the United States 
with Great Britain, and of the solemn al- 
ternative growing out of them, I proceed 
to remark that the communications las! 
made to Congress on the subject. of our re 
lations with France will have shown, that 
since the revocation of her decrees as they 
violated the neutral rights of the United 
States, her Government has authorized ille- 
gal captures by its privateers and_ publi 
ships, and that other outrages have been 
practised on our vessels and our citizens 
It will have been seen also, that no indem- 
nity had been provided, or satisfactorily 
pledged, for the extensive spoliations com 
mitted under the violent and retrospectivt 
order of the French Government against tl 
property of our Citizens seized within th 
jurisdiction of France. I abstain at this 
time from recommending to the consider 
tion of Congress definitive measures with 
respect to that nation, in the expectatiol 
that the result of unclosed discussions b* 
tween our Minister Plenipotentiary at Pat’ 
and the French Government, will speed!!! 





























Wy 
Ste 


of 
the 
day 
Pri 


ady 
No | 






the 
rics 
Hig 
ang 
al 
tha 
al] 
to t 
rica 
con 























set 
ru- 
or - 
ced 
ish 
il 
ave 
ally 
nal 
We 
Bri- 
ited 
‘ited 
Bri- 
shaall 
sive 
ngs; 
e of 
just 
Dis- 
x LOns 
ts or 
ng a 
nour- 
iend- 
. cons 
lative 
2com- 
ns, I 
cision 
dpa 
and a 
od this 
States 
mn al- 
roceed 
is last 
our re- 
ily that 
iS they 
United 
ed ille- 
public 
ve been 
jtizens. 
indem- 
Factorily 
ns cou: 
spective 
ainst the 
thin the 
n at this 
yasider® 
‘es Wil 
ectatiol 
sions be 
rat Par's 
speedil 








253] 


enable Congress to decide with greater ad- 
vantage, on the course due to the rights, the 
interests, the honour of our country. 





Act of Gongress, declaring War against 
England. 


An Act, declaring War between the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the Dependencies thereof, and the 
United States of America, and their Ter- 
ritories. 


Be it enacted, by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, That 
War be and the same is hereby declared to 
exist between the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the Dependencies 
thereof, and the United States of America, 
and their Territories; and that the Presi- 
dent of the United States be and he is 
hereby authorized to use the whole Land 
and Naval Forces of the United States to 
carry the same into effect; and to issue to 
private armed vessels of the United States, 
Commissions or Letters of Marque and Ge- 
neral Reprisal, in such form as he shall 
think proper, and under the Seal of the 
United States, against the vessels, goods, 
and effects of the Government of the said 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and the Subjects thereof. 


June 18, 1812.—Approved, 
James Mapison,. 


Washington, June 18, 4 o'clock, p.m. 





Sloppage of American Vessels in England. 


At the Court at Carlton House, the 31st 
of July, 1812, present his Royal Highness 
the Priace Regent in Council:—It is this 
day ordered, by his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, in the name and on the be- 
half of his Majesty, and by and with the 
advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council, that 
no ship or. vessel belonging to any of His 
Majesty’s subjects, be permitted to enter 
and clear out for any of the ports within 
the territories of the United States of Ame- 
rica, until further order; and his Royal 
Highness is further pleased, in the name 
and on the behalf of his Majesty, and by 
aud with the advice aforesaid, to order, 
that a general embargo or stop be made of 
all ships and vessels whatsoever, belonging 
to the citizens of the United States of Ame- 
rica, now within, or which shall hereafter 
come into any of the ports, harbours, or 


toads, within any part of His Majesty’s do- | 
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minions, together with .all persons and ef- 
fects on board all such ships and vessels ; 
and that the Commanders of His Majesty’s 
ships of war and privateers do detain and 
bring into port all ships and vessels belong- 
ing to the citizens of the United States of 
America, or bearing the flag of the said 
United States, except such as may be fur- 
nished with British licenses, which vessels 
are allowed to proceed according to the te- 
nor of the said licenses; but that the utmost 
care be taken for the preservation of all and 
every part of the cargoes on board any of 
the said ships or vessels, so that no damage 
or embezzlement whatever be sustained ; 
and the Commanders of His Majesty’s ships 
of war and privateers are hereby instructed 
to detain and bring into port every such 
ship and vessel accordingly, except such as 
are above excepted: and the Right Hon. 
the Lords Commissioners ef His Majesty’s 
Treasury, the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, and Lord Warden of ‘the 
Cinque Ports, are to give the necessary di- 
rections herein as to them may respectively 
appertain. CHETWYND. 


By the Commissioners for execuling the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
OCs 
Whereas by an Act, passed in the 43d 

year of the reign of His present Majesty, 

for the better protection of the trade of the 

United Kingdom during the present hostili- 

ties with France, a power is vested in us to 

grant license to sail without convoy; and 
we have, in pursuance of the said Act, 
granted sundry licenses accordingly: and 
whereas we see fit to revoke certain of these 
licenses, as hereinafter specified, we do 
hereby revoke, and declare null and void, 
and of no effect, all licenses granted by us 
to any ship or vessel to sail without convoy 
to any port or place of North America, © 

Newfoundland, the West Indies, or the 

Gulph of Mexico, which ship or vessel 

shall not have cleared out before this revo- 

cation shall be known to the Collector or 
other officer of the Customs of the port at 
which such ship or vessel shall be. Given 
under our hands, and the seal of the office 
of Admiralty, the 3ist of July, 1812. 


MELVILLE, 
Wh. Domerr. 
Geo. J. Hore. 


By command of their Lordships, 
J. W. Croker. 


To all whom it may 
concern. 


(To be continued. } 


















ENGLISH LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, 


As illustrated in the Presecation and Punishment of 


WILLIAM COBBETT. 
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In order that my countrymen and that the 
world may not be deceived, duped, and cheated 
upon this subject, I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 
of Botley, in Hampshire, put upon record 
the following facts; to wit: That, on the 24th 
June, 1809, the following article was pub- 
lished in a London news-paper, called the 

YOURTER :=——“ The Mutiny amongst the LO- 
“« CAL MILITIA, which broke ont at Ely, was 
“ fortunately suppressed on Wednesday by the 
“arrival ot four squadrons of the GERMAN 
“LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
“eommand of Gencral Auckland, Five of the 
“ ringleaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
« sentenced to receive 500 lashes each, part of which 
‘ punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
“4 part was remitted, 4 stoppage for their knap- 
« sacks was the ground of the complaint that ex- 
“eited this mutinous spirit, which occasioned 
“ the men to surround their officers, and demand 
“what they deemed their arrears. The first 
“ division of the German Legion halted yesterday 
“at Newmarket on their return to Bury.” 
That, on the 1st July, 1809, I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney General prosecuted, as sedi- 
tious libellers, and by Ex-Oihcio Information, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register ; 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 12 men out of 48 appointed by the Master of 
the Crown Office, found guilty; that, on the 
20th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as | came up from Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my family and my farm 
on the evening of the 15th), a Tipstaff went 
down trom London in order to seize me, per- 
sonaliy ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought into the Court of King’s 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some mouths in the King’s Bench prison; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefactors, 
and the tront of which is the scene of numerous 
hangings in the course of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually mit at the time I entered 
it; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after [was put into the 
same yard with him; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
of whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a thousand pounds TO THE KING, and to 
give security fur my good behaviour for seven 
years, myself in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 


o 





[256 

two sureties in the sum of 1,000 pounds each; 
ihat the whole of this sentence has been executed 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid the thousand pounds ‘TO THE 
KING, and have given the bail, Timothy Brown 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. being my sureties; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vicary Gibbs, 
the. Judge who sat at the trial Lord Ellenborengh, 
the four Judges who sat at passing sentence Ellen- 
borough, Grose, Le Blanc, and Bailey; and that 
the jurofs were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampstead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Richards 
of Bayswater, Thomas Marshan of Baker Street, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebone, 
John Maud of York Place Marylebone, George 
Baxter of Church Terrace Pancras, Thomas 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deane of St, 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mail; that the 
Prime Ministers during the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was shot by John Bellingham, 
and after that Robert B. Jenkinson, Earl of Li- 
verpool; that the prosecution and sentence took 
place in the reign of King George the Third, and 
that, he having become insane during my impri- 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his son, 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, during my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 364 Essays 
and Letters upon political subjects; that, daring 
the same time, I was visited by persons from 197 
cities aud towns, many of them as a sort of depu- 
ties from Societies or Clubs; that, at the expira- 
tion of my imprisonment, on the 9th of July, 1812, 
a great dinner was given in London for the pur- 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner upwards of 
600 persons were present, and at which Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in England; that, on my way home, 
T was received at Alton, the first town in Hamp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave mea 
dinner at Winchester; that 1 was drawn from 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley by 
the people; that, upon my arrival in the village, 
{ found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I concluded the day by explaining to them 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by giving 
them clear notions respecting the flogging of the 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the em- 
ployment of German Troops; and, finally, which 
is more than a compensation for my losses and ail 
my sufferings, I am in perfect health and strength, 
and, though I must, for the sake of six childre2, 
feel the diminution that has been made in my 
property (thinking it right in me to decline the 
offer of a subscription), I have the consolation to 
see growing up three sons, upon whose hearts, ! 

trust, all these facts will be engraven. 
Wm. COBBETT. 
Botley, July 23, 1812. 
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